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FRIENDS ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS THIS YEAR 

 

Since last fall’s annual meeting, a geocaching event was held in late October in 

partnership with the Lake County Mental Health Group. Thirty-four registrants receiving 
certificates of completion. DNR covid restrictions shut down further onsite activities until 
mid-May when restrictions were eased for volunteers. One activity that continued during 
covid has been the the FTSP Nature Book Club hosted by Cindy Tackett which meets 
virtually most months. The Over Story, Owls of the Eastern Ice and The Bird Way have 
been recent books.  

In April, Friends promoted Kurt Mead’s virtual “Visual Tour of State Parks” 
sponsored by the Silver Bay Public Library as well as Kurt’s Earth Day virtual 
presentation “Miracle of Maples.” 

It’s been full steam ahead for Friends volunteers at the park since mid-May when covid 

restrictions were relaxed. Friends has provided hospitality for monthly Art at the Park 
artist receptions the first Friday of each month. Friends, with the financial support of 
Northland Foundation’s Age to Age Program, have sponsored three concerts at the park 
this summer and fall. The popular “S’mores at the Patio Fireplace” was initiated prior to 
each concert. These events are promoted on the DNR, Friend’s website, social media 
and via posters. 

During Free Park Day in June, Friends engaged families, including 53 participants, in a 
popular scavenger hunt activity with small prizes for completion. 

Friends has also promoted participation in the Parks and Trails Council’s scavenger 
hunt. Last year Tettegouche recorded 75 participants, the most of any park in the state. 
This year we will exceed that. We provide a $25 park gift card for that event. 

In July Teri Fick, Minnesota Leave No Trace Advocate and Friends co-hosted a training 

at Tettegouche regarding “Leave No Trace principles. Other companies such as REI 
and Coleman are also corporate sponsors. 

The Program and Nature Play Area Committees, chaired by Jill Beim, met virtually and 
in person this spring to plan and coordinate summer events. A hearty shoutout to the 
volunteers who have stepped forward to take on tasks and Jill for exemplary leadership.  

A principal project this past year has been planning and development of the nature play 

area. Last fall a handicap accessible play table was constructed and some materials 
gathered. A combination of weather, deer hunting closure and park staff shortage 
prevented hoped for progress on the handicap accessible trail and play area.  

https://silverbaynews.blogspot.com/2022/04/north-shore-minnesota-virtual-state.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N7pRMkMnjZUEebN1ydnHdn-xQjIxMSei/view?usp=sharing


Page 2 of 2 

 

Things began to shake loose this June with the help of Spencer Stokes, new Assistant 
Manager at Tettegouche. Since then, the trail and play area has received two 
applications of gravel which has been compacted. Next spring the final layer will be 
applied. The play table will be installed this fall. Mulch, provided by VanHouse 
Construction, has been spread and some trail work done. This work was done by 
Friends volunteers with the help of three volunteer youth groups arranged through Jillian 
McCorison and Sara Nichols, Service Learning LLC. We expect to install some signage 
yet this fall and construct and install a bridge into the Cedar Grove area. 

An appreciation for what has been accomplished this year can be gleaned from posts 
and photos on Friends of Tettegouche State Park | Facebook and our website: 
https://friendsoftettegouche.org/nature-play-area/. 

Many thanks to all of you who have supported Friends this year financially and through 

volunteerism. 

Administrative tasks completed include: 

1. Renewed Friends agreement with the DNR for a five-year term. 

2. Implemented tracking of volunteer hours. 

3. Moved most information management to web platforms. 

4. Filled several board vacancies caused by relocation and other reasons. 

5. Initiated Bylaws review. 

6. Implemented criminal record check, volunteer registration and covid 

requirements. 

7. Supported the legislative agenda for Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota. Sent 

letters in support of the proposed Gitchi Gami Trail between Silver Bay and 
Tettegouche as well as the planned Multimodal Trailhead Center in Silver Bay. 

8. Received a second grant from Parks & Trails Council for the nature play area. 
Applied for and received a grant from Coop Light and Power for the nature play 
area. 

9. Preparation for the September 24, 2022 annual meeting, 

 

Morris Manning, President 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsoftettegouche
https://friendsoftettegouche.org/nature-play-area/

